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1. Web-based database for georeferenced reports 

2. Web-based groundwater atlas 

3. Companion hard copy (IAH book) groundwater 
atlas 

4. Long term (>10 yrs) groundwater datasets 

5. Ensure long term maintenance of online resources 

- to make groundwater information 
much more accessible for Africa 
- to provide an introduction to 
African groundwater 

Aims: 
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Africa Groundwater 
Literature Archive (AGLA) 

• >6000 references 

• Includes unpublished reports, journal articles, maps, conference 

papers & academic theses 

• All with country & subject keywords 

• ~1300 georeferenced with coordinates 

• ~1000 weblinks to online documents – full text or abstract  

• Searchable by keyword, country or map. Refined search by title 

or author 

 

 

 

http://www.bgs.ac.uk/africagroundwateratlas 

http://www.bgs.ac.uk/africagroundwateratlas
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AGLA: Current Status 

• Database being QA’d and online search facilities refined 

(Apr-May 2015) 
 

• Additional key references being collated from Atlas country 

authors (Jan-May 2015) 
 

• Additional references to be attributed and added to database 

(summer 2015) 
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Africa Groundwater Atlas 

• Systematic summary of groundwater resources and 

management in each country 
 

• Gateway to further information 
 

• Online, Wikipedia-style 
 

• Geology & hydrogeology written with African hydrogeologists 
 

• New geology & hydrogeology downloadable maps for each 

country, refined in collaboration with African hydrogeologists 
 

• Additional information for each country on climate, surface 

water, soil type and land cover 
 

• Additional resources on issues such as groundwater quality, 

groundwater use and transboundary aquifers 
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Atlas: Development I 

• Country authors (>110) invited to participate (Oct-Nov 2014) 

• Templates sent to >50 authors in 47 countries (Nov-Dec 2014) 
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Atlas: Development II 

• Webinars held with authors (Jan 2015) 

• Templates returned (Jan 2015-ongoing): 

• 19 countries returned so far 

• Discussions ongoing with authors from 16 more countries 

• For 17 countries = no contact with potential authors yet 

• Returned templates edited into online format (Mar-June 2015) 

• Online pages agreed with country authors (May-July 2015) 

• Pages made live (summer 2015) 

• Remaining country pages written and made live (summer-autumn 

2015) 

• Content edited for printed Atlas (IAH publication) (winter 2015) 
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Atlas: Future Development 

• Printed version of Atlas with IAH (2016) 
 

• Long term home, maintenance & development                      of 

online Atlas: 

• Updated information 

• Translation of relevant pages (French/Portuguese) 

• Additional material on specific subjects? 

• Presenting information for different audiences? 
 

• Discussions on possible joint future developments with IGRAC  
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AGLA: Future Development 

• Links with other key organisations with large document 

databases – e.g. BRGM, BGR  
 

• Translation of key parts (front pages, keywords) 
 

• UPGro project outputs and bibliographies to be added! 

  

Please use and give us feedback! 

 

 

http://www.bgs.ac.uk/africagroundwateratlas 

http://www.bgs.ac.uk/africagroundwateratlas
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More information 

Africa Groundwater Literature Archive: 
http://www.bgs.ac.uk/africagroundwateratlas 

 

BGS project webpage: 

http://www.bgs.ac.uk/research/groundwater/international/africaGwAtlasArchive.html  

 

 

 

http://www.bgs.ac.uk/africagroundwateratlas/index.cfm
http://www.bgs.ac.uk/africagroundwateratlas/index.cfm
http://www.bgs.ac.uk/africagroundwateratlas/index.cfm
http://www.bgs.ac.uk/research/groundwater/international/africaGwAtlasArchive.html
http://www.bgs.ac.uk/research/groundwater/international/africaGwAtlasArchive.html

